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Serial Number

#92-93--32

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by the Faculty Senate
TO:
FROM:
1.

President Robert L. Carothers
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled The Three Hundred and Second Report
of the Curricular Affairs Committee:

Proposal to Add a Major in

Applied Communication to the Bachelor of General Studies Degree
Program
is forwarded for your consideration.
2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on

April 8, 1993
(date)
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below.

4.

5.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws,
this bill will become effective
April 29, 1993
,
three weeks after Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for
implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved;
(3) you forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4)
the University Faculty petitions for a referendum.
I f the bill is
forwarded to the Board of Governors, it will not become effective until
approved by the Board.
April 9, 1993
(date)

Leonard M. Kahn
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate

ENDORSEMENT
TO:
FROM:

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
President of the University

Returned.

f

a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors

c.

Disapproved

(date)
Form revised 9/91

~
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UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
March 24, 1993
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
Three Hundred and Second Report
Proposal to Add a Major in Applied Communication
to the Bachelor of General Studies Degree Program
On December 7, 1992, the Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
approved a proposal to add a new major in Applied Communication to the
Bachelor of General Studies Degree Program.
In accordance with the provisions of section 8.85.10 of the UNIVERSITY
MANUAL, the B.G.S. in App l ied Communication proposal was forwarded to
the Office of the Vice President for Business and Finance on December
8, 1992 with the request that a budgetary impact statement be
prepared. On March 22, 1993, the Faculty Senate Executive Committee
reviewed the budgetary impact statement, dated March 8, 1993, prepared
by J. Vernon Wyman, Assistant to the Vice President for Business and
Finance. After their review, the Executive Committee agreed that the
proposal for a new Bachelor of General Studies major in Applied
Communication does not require review and ranking by the New Program
Review Committee because it meets the criteria for exemption set forth
in section 8.85 . 24 of the UNIVERSITY MANUAL:
If programs do not require the allocation of funds for
direct costs, or if the program can be entirely supported by
reprogramming existing departmental funds, or if the amount
of general revenue funds required per year does not exceed
the current calendar year salary of an instructor, no review
under 8.85.20 shall be required.
The Curr i cular Affairs Committee recommends that the Faculty Senate
approve the addition of the proposed new Applied Communication major
to the Bachelor of General Studies Program as follows (The proposal is
in the format required by the Board of Governors for Higher
Education.)
PROPOSAL FOR A BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES MAJOR IN
APPLIED COMMUNICATION

A.

Program Information
1.

Name of Institution
University of Rhode Island

2.

Administrative Unit
Bachelor of General Studies Program
College of Continui ng Education

C.A.C. #302--93-3-24
3.
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Title of proposed program

Bachelor of General Studies Degree in Applied Communication
4.

Intended date of program change implementation

September 1, 1993
5.

Anticipated date of granting first degree

May 1996
6.

Intended location

University of Rhode I sland
College of Cont i nuing Education, Providence
7.

Institutional review and approval process

This proposal was developed and approved through procedures
established for new interdisciplinary BGS programs at the
College of Continuing Education. The procedure included
development of the proposal by an interdisciplinary faculty
committee, review by appropriate academic departments,
review by the Bachel or of Genera l Studies Program staff and
approval by the Dean of the Coll ege of Continui ng Education
and forwarded.
Fo l lowing the Dean's approval it was
forwarded to the Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs
Committee.
Approval date
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee

12/7/92

Faculty Senate

4/8/93

President of the University
8.

Summary Description

This is a proposa l to establish a new interdi sciplinary
major in Applied Communication in the Bachelor of General
Studies (BGS) Program. It will joi n two existing BGS majors
in Human Studies and Business Institutions.
9.

statement of resources

No additional resources will be required.
10.

Signature of the President

Robert L. Carothers

C.A.C. #302--93-3-24
11.

B.
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Persons to be contacted during the review

William Lynn McKinney
Coordinator
Bachelor of General Studies

Blair M. Lord
Vice Provost
Academic Programs

277-3810

792-2447

Rationale

The Bachelor of General Studies degree offers adult students
(defined as those who have been away from formal schooling for at
least five years) an interdisciplinary program of studies, part
of which they design while working closely with an academic
advisor.
CCE does not currently offer students the opportunity
to major in any of the core communications disciplines: Writing,
Speech Communication, or Journalism. However, the demand for
students to major in Applied Communication is high.
- recent surveys of approximately 300 students entering the
BGS program revealed a strong demand;
- informal feedback from BGS advisors reveals an equally high
demand;
- examination of programs of study of current BGS students who
have chosen the Human studies major shows that many have
focused their concentrations on communication courses;
- increasing demand from the private sector for employees with
refined communications skills.

c.

Institutional Role

The goals and objectives of the Bachelor of General Studies
Program and this new major in Applied Communication are
consistent with the mission of the University which is rooted in
the tradition of America's unique Land Grant idea - that
universities exist to expand knowledge, to transmit it, and to
foster its application in the daily life of the nation.
This program is particularly appropriate for the University's
mission because it seeks to develop better-educated adults,
people who did not have the opportunity to complete, or in some
cases even to begin, a college degree as they were leaving high
school but who now are workers and citizens who want both to
improve their knowledge and skills for job advancement and to
become more involved and effective members of the communities.
D.

Interinstitutional Considerations

This new major will have no impact on other postsecondary
institutions in Rhode Island.
It is unlike any program offered
at either Rhode Island College or the Community College of Rhode
Island. Because this program is designed for and limited to
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adults who have been out of high school for at least five years,
it will have no impact on programs which offer degrees to
"traditional" age students. Transfer policies for students at
other institutions will not be affected.

E.

Content
The new major is described below. Other requirements are
consistent with the current BGS program with two exceptions:
(1)
students must fulfill their General Education Communications
requirement with WRT 101 Composition and COM 101 Fundamentals of
Oral Communication and (2) they must take JOR 220 Introduction to
News Reporting and Writing; there is ample room for this
additional reqUirements since the BGS program currently allows
for 27 elective credits.
The Major--45 credits
The overall structure of this proposed major is identical to that
of the current Human Studies major.
Communication Core--24 credits
Students are required to select 24 credits (at the 200 level or
above) from the following three departments:
(1) Writing (or
English--ENG 205 Creative Writing, ENG 305 Advanced Creative
Writing, ENG 310 Techniques of Critical Writing), (2) Journalism,
and (3) Communication Studies. These 24 credits must be
distributed as follows:
Four courses from one department (12 credits)
Two courses from a second department (6 credits)
Two courses from a third department (6 credits)
Methodology Course--3 credits
Students are required to take a methodology course, preferably in
their area of interest. The methodology course requirement is
designed primarily to teach students how to consume social
scientific literature and research.
In addition, the methodology
course requirement is designed to provide students with an
introduction to conducting research. The following courses
fulfill this requirement:
EST 308 Introductory Statistics
HSS 320 Introduction to Research in Human Science and
Services
PSY 300 Quantitative Methods in Psychology
COM 206 Speech Communication Survey
Major Seminar--3 credits
Students are required to take BGS 398 Applied Communication Major
Seminar (a new course) durihg the last year of their program of
studies.
It provides students with an opportunity to review and
evaluate the skills and knowledge they have acquired.

'r
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ADD: BGS 398 Applied Communication Major Seminar (I and II, 3)
Capstone course of applied communication major. Review and
assessment of students' major education through intensive
exploration of issues central to profess i onal
commun i cations.
(Seminar) Pre: completion of 30 credits of
major courses. Required of all applied communication
majors. Staff
Area of Concentration--15 credits
With the help of hisjher advisor, each Applied Communication
major is required to develop a 15 credit (with 12 credits at the
300 level or above) Area of Concentration. The Area of
Concentration may be used to further skills in communication or
to study related areas of applicat i on. Since the Area of
Concentration is seen as an important part of the Applied
Communication major, the course of study for the Area of
Concentration must be approved by the student's advisor and by
the Coordinator of the Bachelor of General Studies program by the
beginning of the student's junior year.

F.

Evaluation
This proposal was developed by an interdisciplinary committee:
Will Dvorak, English Department
Linda Shamoon, Director, URI Writing Progr am, Engl i sh
Department
Adria Evans, CCE advisor and BGS 100 instructor
Rita Howard, English Department/Coordinator, Writing Lab
Vince Petronio, Lecturer, Speech Communication
Steve Wood, Committee Chairperson, Speech Communication
It has been reviewed by the faculties of the Journalism
Department, Speech Communication Department, and the Wr i ting
Program, the staff of the Bachelor of General Studies p r ogram,
and by the College of Continuing Education Dean's staff as part
of the regular program approval process.
At the end of the second year of its operation the new major wi ll
be reviewed by a committee established by the Coordinator of the
Bachelor of General Studies program.
In addition the program
will be subject to the periodic internal program review process
which is required at the University.
A sample program appears on the following page.
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APPLIED COMMUNICATION MAJOR
BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
SAMPLE PROGRAM OF STUDIES
118 credits

I. PRO SEMINAR--4 credits

BGS 100

II. GENERAL EDUCATION--39 credits
Communications
Lang/Cui Cluster
Mathematics
Social Science
Natural Science
Letters
Fine Arts/Lit

WRT 101 Composition
SPE 101 Fundamentals of Oral Communication
SPA 102 Beginning Spanish II
SPA 103 Intermediate Spanish I
MTH 111 Precalculus
BGS 390 Social Science Seminar (6)
BGS 391 Natural Science Seminar (6)
BGS 392 Humanities Seminar (6)
ENG 241 American Literature I
AHR 120 Introduction to Art

Ill. MAJOR--45 credits
Core

Methodology Course
Major Seminar
Area of Concentration

SPE 210 Persuasion: The Rhetoric of Influence
SPE 231 Oral Interpretation of Literature
SPE 430 Political Communication
SPE 460 Communication and Conflict Intervention
WRT 227 Business Communications
WRT 333 Scientific and Technical Writing
JOR 320 Public Affairs Reporting and Writing
JOR 415 Perspectives on Reporting
SPE 206 Speech Communication Survey
BGS 398 Applied Communication Major Seminar
HCF 450 Introduction to Counseling
PSY 335 The Psychology of Social Behavior
PSY 254 Behavior Problems and Personality
PSY 460 The Substance-troubled Person
SOC 430 Intimate Relationships

IV. ELECTIVES--27 credits
Required and prerequisite courses
JOR 220 Introduction to News Reporting and Writing
PSY 113 General Psychology
7 other courses, choice of the student

